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Inventor of "ferciment" or ferrocement:

Joseph Louis Lambot
(Was bom May 22, 1814, Montfort-sur-Argens, and died August 2, 1887, 

Brignoles, France)

French Patent:
122120. 30 1935.)
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Preface

Ferciment" or ferrocement is truly the first invention of reinforced concrete, the most 
used construction material in the world. The main difference between them relates mostly 
to scale. Reinforced concrete uses larger size reinforcing bars instead of wires or meshes, 
and a concrete binder, which, unlike cement paste and mortar, contains larger size 
aggregates. Ferrocement is a thin composite made with a cement based mortar matrix 
reinforced with closely spaced layers of relatively small wire diameter mesh. The mesh 
may be made of metallic or other suitable materials. The fineness of the mortar matrix is 
designed to allow full encapsulation of the reinforcing mesh system.

Ferrocement was invented by a Frenchman, Joseph Louis Lambot, in 1848. In spite 
of the fact that the rapid development of reinforced concrete stifled the development of 
ferrocement until the second half of the 20th century, today there is a new revival in the 
use of ferrocement in applications where its desirable properties cannot be matched by 
other materials, such as strength, toughness, water-tightness, lightness, durability, and 
environmental stability. An extraordinary confluence of new technologies and a large 
market for housing products worldwide could bring a revolution in the way ferrocement is 
used. Moreover, the increasing availability of advanced materials such as fiber reinforced 
plastic (FRP) meshes or mats, and either high performance cementitious matrices or 
indegenous matrices, provide new opportunities for ferrocement to expand its range of 
applications far beyond what has been achieved to date. Since these advances are 
expected to materialize in the coming century, there is a need to pause, review the state of 
the an, and reflect on the future.

The Sixth International Symposium on Ferrocement, is dedicated to Lambot and falls 
on the 150 th anniversary of the invention of ferrocement. It is one of a continuous series 
of symposia which takes place once every four years under the sponsorship of the 
International Ferrocement Society based at the Asian Institute of Technology in Bangkok.

The primary objectives of this Symposium are to provide a compendium of up-to-date 
information on the most recent developments and research advances in the field of 
ferrocement and thin cement based laminates, to allow a forum of world specialists to 
share their knowledge of and experience in ferrocement, to foster cooperation and 
technical exchanges between researchers and practitioners in the Field, to identify current 
technical gaps as well as future research needs, and to suggest directions to follow.

Particular features of the Symposium include: presentation and discussion of the first 
Ferrocement Model Code, which is sponsored by the International Ferrocement Society; 
status of ferrocement in different regions of the world and near future progress; review of 
recent notable structures and innovative applications of ferrocement; ferrocement 
prefabricated and monolithic housing or elements; the use of fiber reinforced plastic 
meshes; the use of indegenous matrices and fibers; durability; research advances and 
scientific perspective for the near future.

The organizers wish to express their deep appreciation to all those who have 
contributed papers to the Symposium, and to the many who have worked to make it 
happen.

Antoine E. Naaman 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 

April 1998
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